Ectopic adrenocorticotrophic hormone production and neoplasm.
Three patients presented with severe hypokalaemic, hypochloraemic alkalosis, muscle weakness and later cutaneoud pigmentation. There were few signs of Cushing's syndrome. Two had bronchial and one pancreatic neoplasm. Plasma cortisol and urinary steroid metabolites were extremely elevated and synacthen stimulation showed significant adrenal capacity even with adrenal metastases. Aminoglutethamide reduced plasma cortisol in two patients.